
 

ELECTION NEWS 
General Election—November 8, 2016 

Voter Registration Books Closed—October 18, 2016 

Early Voting—October 24, 2016 thru November 5, 2016 

Last Day to Request a Vote by Mail Ballot—November 2, 

2016 

 

Dear Voter, 
 
The November General Election is just a few days away and your Supervisor of 
Elections would like to encourage each of you to make sure your voice is heard 
and vote.  
 

The right to vote is one of our most treasured constitutional rights and it is my 
desire to see each and every eligible voter take advantage of this opportunity. 
Letting your voice be heard by voting is your way of letting those that represent 
you know how you feel. Your state and local government needs to know you are 
an engaged citizen and the first step to being an engaged citizen is to be an ac-
tive voter.   
 

As the 2016 General Election approaches, your Supervisor of Elections would 
like to encourage you to begin looking at the candidates who will be on the gen-
eral election ballot so that you can make an educated decision when you cast 
your ballot. If you have any questions concerning your right to vote now is the 
time to call your elections office and ask those questions.  
 

Always know that if you ever have questions concerning your voter registration, 
your options for casting a ballot, or election questions in general, your elec-
tions office is just a phone call away, 850-838-3515.  

Thank you for allowing me to serve you,  

Dana SoutherlandDana SoutherlandDana SoutherlandDana Southerland    

Dana SoutherlandDana SoutherlandDana SoutherlandDana Southerland    
Supervisor of Elections, Taylor 

County 

108 N Jefferson St, Suite 202 

Perry, Florida 32347 

P O Box 1060 

Perry, Florida 32348 

Phone: 850-838-3515 

Fax: 850-838-3516 

Website: 

www.taylorelections.com 

Fall 2016 

Registered Voters: 

Republican—4,421 

Democrat—7,392 

Other—1,334 

Total—13,147 

Vote by Mail Ballots... 

Last day to request a mail ballot to 

be mailed is Wednesday, Novem-

ber 2, 2016. Contact your Supervi-

sor of Elections today at 850-838-

3515 to make your request. 

Are You Election Ready… 

With the 2016 General Election approaching we would like to encourage you to 

check your voter status. Ask yourself these simple questions… 

Has Your Name Changed? 

Do You Need to Update Your Signature? 

Has Your Address Changed? 

Do You Know Where Your Polling Location Is? 

If you answered yes to any of these questions you need to contact your Supervi-

sor of Elections office at 850-838-3515 or visit our website at 

www.taylorelections.com. By updating your voter record now, you will be 

“Election Ready” when it’s time to vote. 

 



 

Election News you need to know about….. 

Book Closing Deadline… 

This is the first time I have ever 

seen the book closing deadline ex-

tended. However, due to Hurricane 

Matthew, which made landfall just 

a few days before the General Elec-

tion Book Closing Deadline, and 

because of a law suite filed in Fed-

eral Court, this year we saw exactly 

that. Your Supervisor of Elections 

received notice to extend the book 

closing deadline which was origi-

nally scheduled for October 11th 

until October 12th,  until a hearing 

could be held. Once the hearing 

was held the deadline was extend-

ed until Tuesday, October 18th. 

Whether you agree with the exten-

sion or not, it did allow several in-

dividuals the opportunity to regis-

ter to vote. I hope each one will 

take advantage of  this chance to 

let their voices to be heard by vot-

ing.  

During the first extension nine 

voters registered to vote and dur-

ing the second extension forty vot-

ers registered. That means 49 addi-

tional voters made it onto the vot-

er registration rolls before the 

books closed due to the court or-

dered extension. 

Vote by Mail Ballots… 

 

Your Supervisor of Elections office has 

processed a record number of mail 

ballots during this General Election. 

Be sure to read the next newsletter to 

see the statistics for this election cycle 

and to see the exact number of mail 

ballots processed. 

General Election Facts… 

When casting your ballot in a General 

Election you do not have to vote for 

the candidate running in the party in 

which you are registered. You may 

cross party lines and vote for any of 

the candidates on your ballot, regard-

less of party affiliation. Take ad-

vantage of this opportunity, study the 

candidates and make a wise choice.  

Vote by Mail Ballots… 

All mail ballots must be re-

ceived in your Supervisor of 

Elections office no later than 

7:00pm on election day for 

them to be counted. Any ballot 

received after the 7:00pm dead-

line will be considered late. 

Candidates… 

In case you didn’t know Taylor 

County had a record number of 

candidates this 2016 election 

cycle. After qualifying we ended 

with a total of 45 local candi-

dates.  

Sample Ballots... 

Every household in the county should 

have received their sample ballot by 

now. If you did not or you need another 

one you can downlo0ad a sample ballot 

from your Supervisor of Elections web-

site at www.taylorelections.com. Be sure 

to look for yours, study it carefully, pre-

mark your choices and remember to 

take it with you when you go to vote. It 

will speed up the process and make vot-

ing much easier and quicker. Here is 

what your sample ballot will look like. 



 

What’s going on outside your elections office... 

 Canvassing Board Workshop… 

On January 14, 2016 the Florida State 

Association  Supervisor of Election 

(FSASE) hosted a statewide canvassing 

board workshop where judges, county 

commissioners and supervisors came 

together to discuss the  laws, policies 

and procedures of the canvassing 

board. Your Supervisor of Elections was 

granted the opportunity to give a 

presentation on Post-Election Voting 

System Audits, which is required after 

certification of every election. Taylor 

County was well represented, thank you 

Judge Blue (Co Judge), Conrad Bishop 

(Co Attorney), as well as your Supervi-

sor of Elections and staff members. 

2016 FSASE Legislative Day… 

Wednesday, January 20, 2016 was Flori-

da State Association of Supervisor of 

Elections (FSASE) Legislative Day at the 

Capitol. Your Supervisor of Elections, 

along with other Supervisors across the 

state, met with representatives in both 

the Senate and House to discuss several 

priority bills that we, as an association, 

feel is important to the election process 

as well as to our voters. 

Before each and every election your Supervisor of Elections and staff tests all the 

voting equipment that will be used for vote by mail tabulation, early voting and 

election day. Thousands of ballots are hand fed into the machines and once we are 

confident that the equipment is working properly and that they are ready for the 

election, we then seal each machine so that any tampering can be readily identified. 

Security is very important to the elections process and your elections office works 

very hard to maintain a high level of security leading up to election day and after-

wards until the final official certification is complete and all audits have been per-

formed. There has recently been a lot of media reports and other accusations that 

elections can be “rigged”. I would like to take this opportunity to ensure you that 

your elections office takes security very seriously. This election cycle we have been 

in constant contact with the Division of Elections and other agencies and we are 

doing everything possible to make sure that the integrity of the election is not com-

promised in any manner. We are being as diligent as we can be to make sure that 

each ballot cast is handled in a manner to secure your secrecy and to ensure your 

vote is counted. Your Supervisor of Elections would encourage you to contact us if 

you have any questions concerning security in your elections office and to remind 

you that we operate in complete transparency and all of our equipment testing and 

preparation is always open to the public and anybody is welcome to view our pro-

cesses and procedures.  

Rotary… Your Supervi-

sor of Elections started 

off the 2016 Election Cy-

cle visiting any and all 

groups that would allow 

us to speak about the 

upcoming elections. On 

January 5, 2016 your Su-

pervisor of Election 

spoke to our local Rota-

ry. This gave your Super-

visor the chance to pre-

sent an outline as to 

what has been happen-

ing over the last twelve 

months in preparation 

for the 2016 election cy-

cle. As always it also 

gave us the chance to 

explain the importance 

of making sure each of 

the members were 

“election ready” as well. 

Thank you Rotary for 

allowing me this oppor-

tunity and what a won-

derful way to kick off 

the 2016 election year. 

 



 

Poll Worker Training...Your Supervisor of Elections office has had a rec-

ord number of poll worker training classes this election cycle. It started 

out early this year with poll worker training for the PPP election held in 

March and ended with training for the General Election. Overall there 

were 45 training classes held. Taylor County has the best poll workers 

and we are so very proud to have each of them involved with elections. 

Poll Workers are special 

individuals who want to do 

what’s right, they want to 

serve their country and 

their county and they want 

to make sure the wheels of 

democracy are functioning 

to the highest level of in-

tegrity. The next time you 

go to vote at your precinct 

be sure to say thank you to 

the poll workers at your 

polling location for a job 

well done. If you are inter-

ested in joining our team of 

poll workers just call your 

elections office at 850-838-

3515. 

Presidential Fun Fact...Why is Election 

Day on a Tuesday? Years ago when vot-

ers traveled to the polls by horse. Tues-

day was an ideal day because it allowed 

people to worship on Sunday, ride to 

their county seat on Monday and vote 

on Tuesday—all before market day on 

Wednesday. 

Candidate Workshop… 

For the first time your Supervisor of Elec-

tions decided to hold a candidate workshop 

to assist new and returning candidates. This 

workshop consisted of a three-hour curricu-

lum focusing on the fundamentals of be-

coming and being a candidate. Participants 

were introduced to each step involved in the 

process including pre-filing, collecting peti-

tions and qualifying. Campaign pitfalls were 

discussed as well as audits, recounts and 

contest of elections.  

Paper, Paper and more Paper… 

Wouldn’t it be interesting to know ex-

actly how many sheets of paper is used 

during an election cycle? That’s a sta-

tistic I’ll have to remember to account 

for in 2018.  

Election Prep... 

With less than two 

weeks until the Gen-

eral Election, your Su-

pervisor of Elections 

and staff is busy mak-

ing sure everything is 

ready for election day. 

Precinct signs is just one of the many items that must be inspect-

ed prior to every election. 

If you are in need of assistance at the 

polls on Election Day or during early vot-

ing please remember to ask one of the 

poll workers at your precinct or staff 

members at the elections office. If you 

need to vote on the disability equipment 

just let them know before they issue you 

a paper ballot. All fourteen precincts and 

our early voting site is equipped with 

disability compliant equipment. 

 


