
 

ELECTION NEWS 
I like to see a man proud of the place in which he lives. I like to see a man live so 

that his place will be proud of him. 

~Abraham Lincoln 

 

 

Thank you  

JANET THOMAS  

for 10 years of  

dedicated time and 

service to the voters 

of Taylor County. 

 

Dana Southerland 
Supervisor of Elections, Taylor County 

108 N Jefferson St, Suite 202 

Perry, Florida 32347 

P O Box 1060 

Perry, Florida 32348 

Phone: 850-838-3515 

Fax: 850-838-3516 

www.taylorelections.com 

taylorelections@gtcom.net 

Summer 2015 

Registered Voters: 

Republican—3,598 

Democrat—7,840 

Other—1,269 

Total—12,698 

Your Supervisor of Elections office wants to know— 

Are You Election Ready? 

With the 2016 election cycle less than 9 months away we would like to encour-

age you to check your voter status now. Ask yourself these four simple ques-

tions: 

Am I Registered to Vote? 

Has My Name Changed? 

Do I Need to Update My Signature? 

Has My Address Changed? 

Call your Supervisor of Elections office today at 850-838-3515 and let us help 

you make sure you are election ready.  

 



 

What has your Supervisor of Elections and staff been doing over the last several 

months….. 

PUBLIC RECORDS 

With the first election of the 2016 election 

cycle just a little over eight months away, 

your Supervisor of Elections office has al-

ready started getting public records request 

for voter registration information. We want 

to assist you in understanding Chapter 119 

of the Florida Statutes which pertains to 

public records. This law makes any record 

made or received by any public agency in 

the course of its official business available 

for public inspection and copying, unless 

specifically exempted. Where this law per-

tains to voter registration information, ex-

empt information includes your social se-

curity number, your driver license number, 

absentee ballot request information 

(except for certain entities), and infor-

mation as to where , when and how you reg-

ister to vote. Your signature is open for 

public inspection but not copying. Once 

these voter registration records are re-

leased to the general public this office has 

no control of its use. If you have any ques-

tions concerning your voter registration 

record don’t hesitate to call your elections 

office at 850-838-35158. 

SIGNATURE UPDATES 

With the increase in voters using absentee mail ballots to cast 

their ballot as well as anticipating a large voter turnout for the 

2016 Presidential Election, your Supervisor of Elections is in the 

process of mailing a voter registration application to all voters 

who have not updated their signature on file for five (5) years or 

more. Signatures are compared with each and every absentee 

mail ballot that is cast and every candidate or initiative petition 

that is signed. In an effort to ensure that your signature on file is 

the most up-to-date one we will be providing you the method in 

which this must be completed. If you need to make any addition-

al changes to your voter registration record you may use this 

same form to do so, such as change of name, address or party 

affiliation. If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to con-

tact your elections office at 850-838-3515. 

VETERANS WALL OF HONOR 

Your Supervisor of Elections is looking for veterans to showcase on our 

Veterans Wall of Honor. We currently have 132 pictures displayed and 

would love to honor and showcase your veteran as well. For additional 

information visit our website at www.taylorelections.com and click the 

Vote in Honor of a Vet link or call 850-838-3515 to learn more. 

REGISTRATION LIST MAINTENANCE 

Your Supervisor of Elections office mailed approxi-

mately 4,268 address confirmation request cards back 

in February of this year while conducting our registra-

tion list maintenance as required by F.S. 98.065. These 

cards were mailed to those registered voter who have 

not voted in the last two years and who did not make a 

request that their registration record be updated dur-

ing that time. If you received one of these mailings it is 

very important that you return it, failure to respond to 

this card could place your voter registration in an inac-

tive status.  

 



 

What’s going on outside your elections office... 

SMALL COUNTY ROUNDTABLE 

On March 25, 2016, your Supervisor of Elections and staff had the op-

portunity to attend a Small County Roundtable in Ocala. Along with 

Supervisors across the state we discussed voter registration, file list 

maintenance, 2016 

election checklists, 

social media, records 

retention and voter 

outreach and educa-

tion. 

 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROTOCOL 

Thursday, April 2, 2015, your Supervi-

sor of Elections attended a tabletop 

exercise to discuss protocols and pro-

cedures during an emergency situa-

tion. Thank you Taylor County Emer-

gency management, the information 

and knowledge gathered will help pre-

pare the elections office if ever impact-

ed.  

COURTHOUSE SECURITY 

Thursday, April 2, 2015, your Supervisor of Elections, Sheriff, Tax Col-

lector, Property Appraiser, Circuit Judge, County Administrator as well 

as staff from the State Attorney’s office met with our local Emergency 

Management Director to discuss courthouse security. It is very im-

portant to each of us that we not only ensure that our employees work-

ing within the courthouse are safe but also all citizens of Taylor County 

as they visit the courthouse facility to conduct business.  
VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVE—TTI 

Dana Southerland and staff from the Tay-

lor County Supervisor of Elections office 

visited Taylor Technical Institute (TTI) 

April 14, 2015 and April 21st to offer voter 

registration to any interested students as 

well as answer any questions regarding 

voting and the upcoming elections. During 

the three day span 7 students were eager to 

have their voice heard and registered to 

vote. Many of these students are 18 or will 

be 18 in time to vote in the 2016 elections. A 

special thanks to Ms. Johnson and the en-

tire staff for helping coordinate our visit 

and the students at TTI...what a great asset 

they are to our community! 

4H Agriculture Literacy Day 

On April 16, 2015 your Supervisor of Elections had the pleasure to assist the Tay-

lor County 4H with Agriculture Literacy Day at Perry Primary School. Along 

with several community volunteers we read to individual classrooms and 

helped the students 

make butter. Thank you 

Ms. Raulerson, Ms. 

Sands and Ms. Smith for 

welcoming me into your 

classroom and a shout 

out to Taylor County 4H 

for all they are doing in 

our community. 



 

MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY 

It was truly an honor to have been asked to chair the 

2015 Memorial Day Ceremony. With well over 300 peo-

ple in attendance, it makes one very proud to be a 

member of this community.  

Our debt to the heroic men and valiant women in the 

service of our country can never be repaid. They have 

earned our undying gratitude. America will never for-

get their sacrifices.  

   ~President Harry S Truman 

RECORDS MANAGEMENT 

Your Supervisor of Elections and staff attended a records 

management seminar in Safety Harbor, FL on April 29, 2015 

called Boxes to Bytes. This three day seminar hosted by Flor-

ida Gulf Coast Association of Records Managers and Admin-

istrators provided information on managing electronic rec-

ords, public record request, business continuity, document 

recovery, social 

media and the 

cloud. We heard 

from several cer-

tified record 

managers includ-

ing Paul Wester, 

Chief Records 

Officer for the U S 

Government. 

2015 FSASE Summer Conference 

On June 7-10, 2015 your Super-

visor of Elections and staff had 

the opportunity to attend the 

2015 FSASE Sumer Conference 

in Kissimmee hosted by the 

Osceola County Supervisor of 

Elections. During this confer-

ence we had the opportunity to hear presentations on balancing 

office administration while conducting successful elections, 

planning for the 2016 election cycle, on-line voter registration. 

The Presidential Commission Report and what it means for the 

future, as well as a presentation from the United States Postal 

Service. Networking and sharing best practices is just one of the 

many ways your Supervisor of Elections prepares for a busy elec-

tion year and we look forward to implementing some of the ideas 

we brought back to Taylor County. 

Taylor County Supervisor of Elections Dana Southerland was installed as Vice-President of the Florida State Association Supervi-

sor of Elections (FSASE) Executive Board during the organization’s summer conference held June 7-10 in Kissimmee, Osceola 

County. Emogene Stegall, Supervisor of Elections for Lake County presided over the swearing-in ceremony. It was such a privi-

lege to have Ms. Stegall do the honor of swearing the 2015-2016 FSASE officers, she is the longest serving Supervisor of Elections 

having been elected in 1972 and currently serving her 42nd year in office. 


